
 
 

The immigrant experience, a strong work ethic modeled by her parents, 
and a proud bond to her Afro-Peruvian roots help shape Eva Loayza-
McBride’s professional and personal life. 

Loayza-McBride, whose family immigrated to Paterson, New Jersey, from 
her native Lima, Peru, when she was 8 years old, serves as public affairs 
manager for the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance. 

In that role, which she has held since 2018, her responsibilities range from 
handling media inquiries to drafting speeches and talking points for Com-
missioner Marlene Caride and other top officials. 

She also writes press releases and op-eds, maintains the department’s 
social media accounts and collaborates with the public affairs director on organizational goals. 

Loayza-McBride brings her experiences as a child immigrant who grew up in the inner city to her work 
and approach to life, she says. 

“Growing up in Paterson, where I had friends from different countries, religions and backgrounds, I un-
derstand the value of diversity,” she says. “Seeing my parents and other immigrant families work tough, 
often thankless jobs taught me about hard work and remaining humble.” 

Her own hard work took her from Penn State University, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in jour-
nalism with a minor in Spanish, to award-winning reporting for The Times of Trenton newspaper. 

From there, she shifted careers, first working as promotions manager for the Trenton Downtown Associ-
ation for three years, then as press secretary and deputy communications director for the Assembly Ma-
jority Office from 2011 to 2018, before landing her current role with the Department of Banking and Insur-
ance. 

Her parents showed her the worth of taking calculated risks by leaving Peru for the United States and 
working hard – her mom in various factories and her dad 12-hour shifts in a carpentry shop -- to provide 
better opportunities for their four children. 

They are lessons that she and her husband, Patrice McBride, hope help root a better future for their own 
two young boys. 

Loayza-McBride says her parents inspire her, as does her maternal grandmother, “Ma Maria,” who grew 
up poor and scraped a living to help provide for the family by knocking on doors to offer her laundering 
services in Lima. 

“My Ma Maria was strong,” she says. “I didn’t realize how much so until I became a wife and mother. I 
often think of her when I reach a professional achievement.” 

To this day, Loayza-McBride cherishes every opportunity life brings her as a little vindication over those 
that circumstances denied her grandmother. 

But her Peruvian childhood is a fond and proud memory, especially listening, alongside her mom, to the 
Afro-Peruvian singer Eva Ayllon, whom Loayza-McBride has adopted as her favorite singer. 

Because of her background, she feels a responsibility to be an example for other immigrant children and 
a counterpoint for those who vilify newcomers to this country. 

And, although home is in New Jersey, in a very real sense, Peru, where the family still has an apartment 
in Lima, remains home too. 

“Peru will always be home,” she says, “because my family’s foundation is there.” 


